PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
thing which deeply attracted me to Plato was that
he was a great poet and artist. I have always loved
poets, and read them as much as the philosophers,
perhaps even more.
Yes, to this day I am a Platonist: I could prove
it to you from my relation to the theory of evolution.
Don't be afraid that I shall begin speculating on
Darwinism, neo-Darwinism, Lamarckism, vitalism,
and so forth. I accept Plato's idea in this form: I
believe in the idea of life, by which I understand
that life is one but is incarnate in a multitude of
forms; each creature is, as a creature, like all the
others in something because, like them, it is alive.
And yet each differs from all the others. By means
of their similarity I can build up from that multitude
of creatures the whole scale of created things from
the simplest form to man. This gradation, this
hierarchy, we encounter in every sphere whenever
we compare, arrange, appraise. If you ask how
these diverse forms and species originate, I answer
that I do not know: but I do not accept Darwin's
theory of mechanical evolution, I do not accept
his principle of selection in the struggle for life.
For all his English empiricism, Darwin has a
fantastic method in the very fact that from the
methodical scale according to likeness he made a
descending scale of evolution. In opposition to
Darwin the natural scientists placed Lamarck: neo-